Modes of local drug delivery to the musculoskeletal system.
A number of methods for the local delivery of drugs to musculoskeletal tissues in the horse are now available. Further research is required to document the disposition of drugs delivered by such methods and to correlate this information with efficacy. Perhaps the greatest potential area for the methods discussed is the treatment of synovial and bone infections. To be able to provide high and sustained therapeutic concentrations of antimicrobials to the site of infection should increase the chances of success in such cases. These methods of drug delivery need to be used in conjunction with other management procedures, however, including bacterial culture and sensitivity procedures, systemic antimicrobials, surgical drainage, removal of dead bone or surgical implants, establishment of fracture stability, use of autogenous bone grafts, systemic NSAIDs, and rest.